	Ideas and Content
	Exceptional
	Strong
	Capable
	Developing
	Weak

	Thesis

Evidence
Analysis
	Original, clear, arguable 

All evidence supports; thoughtful and placed in context

Rich, insightful, shows a careful reading of text
	Articulate, clear direction 

Most evidence supports; well-chosen and placed in context

Strong, shows thoughtful understanding of text
	Clear but not arguable/ good idea but awkward

Some evidence supports; relevant and some context provided

Clear, but off topic at times /could be further developed
	Unclear; does not answer the question(s) asked

Requires more relevant evidence; missing context

Summarizes plot; is repetitive and/or confusing; 
	Lacks thesis statement

Does not contain examples or evidence is made up

Lists examples without elaboration or just gives vague generalities

	Organization 
	Exceptional
	Strong
	Capable
	Developing
	Weak

	Introduction

Topic Sentences

Body Paragraphs

Conclusion


	Strong, succinct; orients the reader, TAG; clearly states the thesis last 

Support thesis and flow from previous P

Organized to build upon one another 

Intriguing; recaps points; bigger picture
	Coherent; builds up to the thesis; TAG, stated last in paragraph

Relate to thesis OR flow from previous P

Logically organized 

Strong; ties major ideas together
	Gives some context of main idea and TAG; states thesis last

Provide focus for P

Order makes sense, but could be stronger 

Recognizable; restates major ideas
	Underdeveloped; states thesis but lacks key components

At least one P without an appropriate topic sent.

Order is somewhat illogical 

Simply restates the thesis statement


	Underdeveloped; lacks title and/or author and/or genre

No topic sentences

Order is illogical

Missing 

	Language
	Exceptional
	Strong
	Capable
	Developing
	Weak

	Voice

Word Choice

Fluency


	Confident, compelling, appropriate voice

Precise, powerful, memorable language

Clear, fluid; sentence variation 
	Sincere, appropriate voice

Carefully chosen words; at times strong

Clear; some sentence variation attempted
	Sincere voice, but not compelling; informal

Functional language; vague at times

Clear and readable, but not fluid
	Disconnected, informal

Vague or confusing language

Unclear and/or do not flow
	Informal voice

Unclear language or limited vocabulary

Unclear/ difficult to follow



	Mechanics
	Exceptional
	Strong
	Capable
	Developing
	Weak

	Grammar and Conventions


	Negligible errors in sentence structure, verb tense, punctuation (quotations)
	Few errors in sentence structure, verb tense, punctuation (quotations)
	Some errors in sentence structure, verb tense, punctuation (quotations)
	Many errors in sentence structure, verb tense, punctuation (quotations)
	Excessive errors in sentence structure, verb tense, punctuation (quotations)
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