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ESSAY WRITING CHECKLIST

Mrs. Bonakdar

English 9CP/11H  - block

Due Date

Your Title (no bold, italics or underline)

Introduction:

· Creative first sentence (keep it broad)

· Explanation of topic that will be discussed

· TAG (title, author, genre – somewhere in intro)

· 1-2 sentence summary of the novel (what do we need to know?)

· Examples used in essay that connect to topic

· Thesis Statement (Theme to be discussed based on topic; should not include your examples)

Body Paragraph 1, 2 & 3:
· Topic Sentence 

1. Transition

2. Example in paragraph used to prove point

3. How the example connects to the author’s purpose

· Explain what is happening in the novel leading up to your quotation

· Lead into your quotation (ex. Readers see Mrs. Turner’s racist side when she says, “Insert Quote” (Hurston 95).

· Quotation punctuated correctly (see previous point).

· Analyze quote – what is it telling the reader?

· Explain how your example proves author’s point/message

Conclusion:

· Topic Sentence

1. Transition (NOT “In Conclusion”)

2. General statement about topic

· Reword Thesis (NOT restate)

· Briefly recap examples

· Explain how examples overall proved author’s point

· Explain how author’s point is still relevant today

· Creative last sentence…leave us thinking!

SCAN FOR GLITCHES:

· Get rid of contractions ex. Don’t ( Do not

· Get rid of “you” 

BEFORE YOU PRINT:

· Make sure your entire essay (including heading) is double spaced, size 12, Times New Roman

· Make sure you have a header in the top, right-hand corner. It should be your last name followed by the page number.

