Westford Academy, in collaboration with home and community, provides a safe environment where high expectations advance academic excellence. We are committed to promoting integrity and critical thinking, while fostering tolerance and life-long learning in an ever-changing global society.    

- Westford Academy Mission Statement
9 CP English
 Mrs. Lynn Bonakdar

LBonakdar@westfordk12.us
http://mrsbonakdar.weebly.com/
978.692.5570 ext. 331
Literature and Resources
· Touching Spirit Bear –Ben Mikaelsen (summer reading)

· Various short stories

· Romeo and Juliet—William Shakespeare

· Night—Elie Wiesel

· To Kill a Mockingbird—Harper Lee
· Speak—Laurie Halse Anderson

· Selections of poetry

· Prentice Hall Literature: Gold Level
· Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary Level D

Course Expectations
1. Be responsible for your own education.  If you come to each class ready to learn, I promise you will have a successful year.  A positive attitude is a must!

2. Be prepared.  Make sure you have all necessary learning tools with you when you enter the classroom. 

3. Be on time. When the bell rings, you should be in your seat ready to begin class.  

4. Be respectful.  Please be respectful and supportive at all times. Everyone should feel comfortable and confident in this classroom.
5. Be polite. Raise your hand if you would like to contribute something to our class discussion. If someone is talking, everyone else should be attentively listening.  I follow this rule and expect you to do the same.

Materials
Please come to class each day with:

· A blue or black pen (no purple please)
· A binder or a notebook and folder to organize your materials
· The pertinent text(s) for the day

General Information

Homework Policy

Homework is due at the beginning of each class period; you may not go to your locker to retrieve forgotten homework.  Homework handed in the day after it is due will be given half credit; after that, it’s a zero.  Unless otherwise noted, all homework will be graded as either a complete (100%) or an incomplete (50%). Always be prepared for a homework check!

Make-up Work Policy

If you are absent, you are responsible for making up all missed work.  Please check in with a friend or with me to see what you missed while you were out. The “Extras” folder will also have any handouts you missed.  If a long-term assignment is due the day of your return, you are responsible for handing it in that day. The same rule applies to tests and quizzes. Additionally, if you are absent on a test or quiz day, you must be prepared to take the assessment on the day you return per the student handbook. HOWEVER, talk to me in advance if you need an extension; I understand that there can be extenuating circumstances.

Paper and Project Policy

Papers and projects must be turned in on time. Each day a paper or project is turned in late, your grade will automatically be knocked down one letter grade (A+ ( B+).  If a paper is turned in two days late, your grade will automatically decrease two letter grades (A+ ( C+), etc. *Please see me well before the paper is due if there is a reason why you may require an extension on a due date. 

Leaving the Classroom

If you need to use the restroom, please take a pass and go. To visit the nurse or guidance, write yourself a pass and check in with me for a signature. * Please try to avoid disrupting the flow of class. I trust you to use your discretion. 

Academic Honesty

There is zero tolerance for cheating and plagiarism. If you are caught cheating or plagiarizing, you will automatically be given a zero. In accordance with the Westford Academy handbook: First time violators will be subject to parent/guardian notification and a second offense will bring automatic suspension from school. Furthermore, students found responsible for this action will NOT receive honor/high honor distinction for that specific marking period.

Cell Phone Policy
Cell phones should not be used in class unless I give direct permission to do so.  Otherwise, phones should be stowed and silenced. If a student leaves the classroom during an assessment, he or she may be asked to leave the phone on my desk. Students may not take photos of people in class without their knowledge and consent. Please see the student handbook for more information on the school-wide policy.

Grading System

· Major assignments (essays, tests, and projects): 45%

· Quizzes: 20%
· Homework and classwork:  20% 

· Participation and citizenship: 15% 

Extra Help

It is imperative that you contact me if you feel you are in need of extra help. Please email me in advance to set up an appointment to ensure that I am prepared to meet with you.  My email address is:  LBonakdar@westfordk12.us.

PLEASE READ THE EXPECTATIONS AND RETURN THE SIGNATURE SHEET FOR HOMEWORK.
Mrs. Bonakdar 

September 2015

Expectations Homework, 9CP
Directions: Please review the course expectations, complete the ‘open notes’ quiz, and sign below. Thank you!

1. How much credit can you get if you hand in your homework the day after it is due?

a. 0 points
b.   50 points

c.   75 points

d.   100 points


2. How many points do you lose for each day a major essay or project is late?

a. 0 points
b.   10 points

c.   20 points

d.   100 points


3. Homework and classwork are worth a combined____of your grade.

a. 10%

b.   15%

c.   20%

d.   25%
4. Students are never allowed to use cell phones in my classroom.
a. True

b. False

5. If you need extra help, you should


a. Talk to me to set up an appointment   b. email me to set up an appointment 

c.    Both a and b are correct 

I have read the 9CP Course Expectations and agree to the expectations specified.  I also give Mrs. Bonakdar permission to contact me with the following email address.
Student Name: 

_______________________________________________________________

Student Signature:

 ______________________________________________________________

Student Email: 

_________________________________________________________________

I have read the 9CP Course Expectations (found on MrsBonakdar.weebly.com) and understand my child will be held to the given expectations. I also give Mrs. Bonakdar permission to contact me with the following email address.
Parent/Guardian Name(s): 
________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: 
_________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Email: 
__________________________________________________________________
*You will also need a notebook to use as your journal. This will be left in the classroom.








