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The Great Gatsby


Chapter 8 

1. Nick suggests that Gatsby leave town for a while. Why won’t Gatsby leave? Do you think this is a reasonable decision? Why or why not?

2. Why is Gatsby finally willing to tell Nick about his past?

3. Why does Gatsby fall in love with Daisy (do not just quote the book here – explain)?

4. What are Nick’s final comments to Gatsby (right before he thanks him for breakfast)? Do you agree? Why or why not? What effect do Nick’s words have on Gatsby?

5. Explain what Nick means when he contrasts Gatsby’s “corruption” against his “incorruptible dream” (162).

6. How do Gatsby’s servants react to what they hear at his house at the end of the chapter? What do you make of this?

Chapter 9

1. Why does Nick take on the responsibility for Gatsby’s funeral arrangements?

2. What version of the tragedy appears in the newspapers? Why?

3. How has Henry Gatz learned of his son’s death? How would you describe his relationship with his son?

4. What is ironic about Gatsby’s funeral?

5. What is the significance of the scene with Nick and Jordan?

6. Nick calls this a story of the West. Explain what he means, including his distinction between the East and the West.

7. What moral judgment does Nick make about Tom and Daisy? Explain.

