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On Wiesel’s Night

I cannot teach this book.  Instead,

I drop copies on their desks,

like bombs on sleeping towns,

and let them read.  So do I, again.

The stench rises from the page

and chokes my throat.

The ghosts of burning babies

haunt my eyes.

And that bouncing baton,

that pointer of Death,

stabs me in the heart

as it sends his mother

to the blackening sky.

Nothing is destroyed

the laws of science say,

only changed.

The millions transformed into

precious smoke ride the wind

to fill our lungs and hearts

with their cries.

No, I cannot teach this book.

I simply want the words

to burn their comfortable souls

and leave them scarred for life.
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English Journal

“On Wiesel’s Night” 
Questions for Thought…

1. Imagery can best be described as language that



a. contains a metaphor



b. emphasizes the abstract



c. appeals to the senses



d. uses an explicit comparison

2. The best example of imagery is:



a. I cannot teach this book.



b. Like bombs on sleeping towns



c. The stench rises from the page



d. Both b and c

“I drop copies on their desks, 

like bombs on sleeping towns,

and let them read.”

3. The above stanza is an example of



a. a metaphor



b. a hyperbole



c. onomatopoeia



d. a simile

4. Copy two examples of irony from this poem.


a. __________________________________


b. __________________________________

5. In the context of this poem, “stench” means ______________________

6. List at least six key words that you feel contribute to the main idea of this poem.


1.________________
2.____________________


3.________________
4.____________________


5.________________
6. __________________

